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0 THE MASTERS MESSAGE m

Keeping the spirit of volunteerism alive | was elected vice moderator of
my church in White Bear Lake this year. 1 bring this up in the Masonic
Newsletter because as I attend the Council and committee meetings at
the church and listen to the brainstorming sessions on attendance and
growth, I realize how similar these two institutions and many others are.
I have come to the conclusion that perhaps we are looking at this the
wrong way. Yes, we all want our organizations to grow and we rack our
brains trying to come up with answers, but maybe growth should be a
function of how much we enjoy being members of these organizations.
At some fundamental level there is a reason you belong to the Masonic
Fraternity, be it the fellowship, the self improvement aspect, the exclu-
sivity of the organization, the charitable endeavors we participate in —
whatever. For some of us it inspires us enough to attend and participate
regularly. In others, just knowing you have membership is enough. But
the question is do we enjoy being members? Do we come out to the
meetings and functions because at the time there is no other place we
would rather be? If we do, that feeling would carry over to our lives
outside the Lodge and others would see it manifested and willingly seek
membership into our Fraternity.

I have tried to set up this years calendar with that concept in mind.
There are fun events like the Saints baseball game and the Bunco night,
there are educational events like the Robert Burns night and the Table
Lodge and movies throughout the year. There will be Degree work
through the spring to remind us of our obligations and traditions.

I firmly believe that if we enjoy what we are and do as Masons we can
expect our Fraternity to flourish and grow. And if it doesn’t grow at
least we have grown, we have become better fathers, brothers, husbands,
community members and men. And perhaps, if we do it right, we have a
little (or a lot of) fun and joy along the way.

April 2008

Fraternally,
Ken Arehart
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Calendar
Highéight;

April 6 - OES
200 Open Instal-
lation 3:00PM
April 7 - OES
200 Social
Meeting

April 14 - Gar-
net Stated Com-
munication
April 21 - OES
200 Stated -
Honor JrPP & Jr
PM

April 24 - Gar-
net Widows
Dinner

April 25 - Lake-
shore Players
Play and pot
luck dinner
April 28 - Gar-
net 2nd Degree




On the Trestleboard

This month’s Newsletter had to go to press earlier then normal due to the editor leaving town for
a few weeks (I tried to get the Officers to fund the trip as a remote report for the Newsletter but
they wouldn’t buy off on it). At any rate, March isn’t even here yet but we are writing about
April. However, we did have our Table Lodge this past Monday 2/25. It was pretty well at-
tended and those that were there said they had a good time.

_ At our last Stated Communication we had a presentation about the ‘National
Archery in the Schools program’. This is a program that helps place archery
| # equipment in middle and high schools for use by students and the public. Both
nm.onmaﬁc’{«ékv the MN DNR and the Grand Lodge of Minnesota participate in a financial ca-
[ SCHOOLSPROGRAM pacity. If we as a Lodge donate $750, Grand Lodge will match that amount
($1500), the DNR will match that amount ($3000) and that is enough to place 5 target, 12 bows
with arrows and a backdrop to catch the arrows for the school. Sunrise Middle school in White
Bear Lake does not have an archery program in their phys ed program because of a lack of
equipment so we can stipulate that the equipment is placed there. Masonry has always been a
staunch supporter of public education and I believe this is a good way to show our support for
our community. At the Past Masters dinner at the end of February the hat was passed for dona-
tions and we came up with just over $200 for this program thus reducing the amount that would
be donated from Lodge funds. This equipment would also be used by the High School team that
competes on a statewide and national level. They bring a banner with them to these competi-
tions and if we donate, the square and compass will be placed on the banner. This is a win-win
situation - for the schools and for us.

At the beginning of February the sound system in the Lodge room finally succumbed to old age.
The mixer died and we were faced with replacing or repairing. We opted for replacement as the
speakers, four of them, were also old and mismatched. Brother Scott Howe took on the job and
as of this writing the installation is in process. We will have six speakers, four in the Lodge
room and two in the tiled dining area that can be used for events with the wireless microphones
and toggled off when we just need the four in the Lodge room. Come on out and I guarantee
that you will be able to hear everything said in Lodge from now on.

Editors note: We had an Open House and George Washington celebration at the end of February
where we offered free KIDS ID for the community. The White Bear Press was contacted and was sent
a brief article for inclusion in the Community Calendar. For whatever reason they decided that it was-
n’t worthy to be included in their newspaper. Just thought you should know.
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White Bear Chapter #200 O.E.S.

Because the news for this letter had to be ready extra early,
we have not had our Election of the officers for the new year.

There will be the Open Installation of the Officers at 3:00 p.m.
on Sunday, April 6th. The next evening, Monday, April 7th, will
be a Social evening. Bring a munchies as we ponder "In the
future | see---" | wonder if a crystal ball would help us to see.

At the Stated Meeting on Monday, April 21 we will Honor the
Junior Past Matron and Junior Past Patron, Linda & Ron
Harmon. " It was a wonderful year."

The Grand Chapter Session will be Headquartered at the Kelly
Inn in St. Cloud on May 1, 2, & 3. White Bear Chapter is hon-
ored to have Worthy Grand Matron Helen Johnson as a mem-
ber. But do not stay extra long in St. Cloud because Sunday,
May 4 will be the Masonic Spring Pancake Breakfast. You do;
not want to miss the Bake Goods that the members of Star will
be selling.

It is nice to have young members in Star. They make it possi-

ble for us to have a Bridal Shower as we will at our Social
Meeting on Monday, May 5th for Talene Harmon.

Smile for the Month

Gracie Allen's Classic Recipe for Roast Beef.

1 large Roast of beef
1 small Roast of Beef

Take the two roasts and put them in the oven. When the little
one burns, the big one is done.

Arlene Glander

Garnet Masonic Lodge now has an official WEBSITE!
Visit the site at www.garnetlodge.orqg and take a tour around.
There is a calendar and links to e-mail the principle officers.

Check it out and give us some feedback.



From the Desk of the Secretary

The 2008 Grand Lodge Communication will be held on Friday-Saturday, April 11-12. This
year it is in Duluth at the DECC — not as convenient for just “dropping in” as it has been in re-
cent years. However, all Master Masons are eligible to attend. Contact me (651-777-3781) if
you are interested. I have information on the exact location, room reservations, meal tickets
and the schedule of activities. Duluth will be busy, as the Duluth Shrine Circus is scheduled
for this same weekend.

Garnet Lodge has two candidates going through the Degrees this Spring. Their First Degree
was March 24 and we will be performing the Second Degree on April 28 and the Third Degree
on June 7. Be sure to attend to meet the new members and to encourage our officers, some of
whom are doing their parts for the first time.

Interested in the Scottish Rite? Not sure? There will be a free Texas-style BBQ at the St Paul
Scottish Rite on Wednesday, April 23. You can have a fine meal and learn about the Rite. If
you are interested St Paul will be conducting a short-form class to make you a 32nd Degree
Scottish Rite Mason on May 17-18. Contact me or Fred Herring for more information.

WB Bob Golder, Secretary



